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Raising awareness through

food and fun

Hospice Care Network to hold annual fundraiser
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ISLIP — Woodbury-based Hospice Care

Network (HCN) will honor Rich D’Andrea,

of Raynor and D’Andrea Funeral Homes

at Hospice’s 21st Annual Children’s and

Family Bereavement Dinner slated for

Friday, April 23 at Land’s End in Sayville.

For the last 21 years, a dedicated group

of volunteers has organized the entire

event, but it all started when a small group

of young women decided to organize a

benefit.

The Children’s and Family Bereavement

Dinner Committee, as it is now known, is

currently comprised of professionals who

recognize the need to do for others, noted

Chris Court, HCN’s senior special events

coordinator.

In addition to raising money for HCN,

the committee also raises awareness;

they show a video about the children’s

bereavement program at the dinner and

hand out literature to educate others about

hospice and the much-needed Children’s

Bereavement Program.

Islip hamlet resident Matthew Arnold, 
an active volunteer at the Hospice Care

Network’s Bereavement Center in Bay

Shore, and realtor at Netter Real Estate

in West Islip, is especially sensitive to the

work of hospice, as he lost his father at 10

years of age.

Being the youngest of eight children,

Arnold noted his family formed their own

little counseling group and emphasized

the importance of such opportunities for

children.

“We didn’t have programs like this (HCN)

when I was a kid,” he said. “It’s (HCN’s

Bereavement Center) a comfortable,

safe environment where kids go for

counseling.”

In recent years, the event has raised

more than $80,000, helping the committee

to attain their goal of raising money to

defray the cost of HCN’s children’s and

family bereavement programs and other

non-reimbursed services.

More than 300 guests from the tri-state

area are expected to attend the fundraiser

and will enjoy hors d’ouvres and cocktails,

followed by dinner and dancing, live music,

an auction and an awards presentation at

Land’s End.

A lifelong resident of Sayville, D’Andrea

noted he sponsors HCN whenever he is

able and regularly attends their fundraisers.

“I’m very honored to be the honoree,” he

said. “Hospice is such a great organization.

I know firsthand how important what

they do is, I see it in my business. They’re

tremendous.”

Supporters of the dinner include: BNY

Mellon, Siben and Siben LLP, The Tommy

Hilfiger Corporate Foundation, Southwest

Airlines, Land’s End, Wal-Mart Foundation,

North Shore-LIJ’s Southside Hospital, The

Haugland Family Foundation, Shore Drug,

Major League Soccer, Bay Shore Classroom

Teachers Association, The Stanley and

Catherine Maas Foundation, Raynor and

D’Andrea Funeral Home, CyberKnife

of Long Island, Weber and Grahn Air

Conditioning and Heating, among other

community leaders, noted Court.

HCN is a certified not-for-profit hospice

organization, serving families and patients

in Nassau, Suffolk and Queens counties.

Since 1988, HCN has cared for more

than 43,000 patients in their own homes,

nursing homes and hospitals and is one

of the oldest, largest and most respected

hospice organizations in New York State,

noted Court, who added HCN also features

a Hospice Inn in Melville and is also located

in Fresh Meadows, Queens. ■
Hospice Care Network is scheduled to hold its 21st Annual Children’s and Family Bereavement Dinner on Friday, April 23, at Land’s End in Sayville. Proceeds support its children’s and family bereavement programs and other non-reimbursed services. Pictured are the 2010 Children’s and Family Bereavement Dinner Committee.
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